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Award-win​ning TV jour​nal​ist and author Juliet Wills was driven by moral out​rage to
write about the mur​der of Shirley Finn, the brothel madam, shot dead in the grounds of the
Royal Perth Golf Club in June, 1975.

Finn’s ex​e​cu ​tion in such a pub​lic place re​mains un​ex ​plained, those re​spon​si ​ble for her
death re ​main uniden​ti ​fied. But Wills’ ex​ten​sive re ​search into the case has un​cov ​ered per ​-
sua ​sive ev​i​dence of a “state-sanc​tioned” killing, in​di​cat ​ing that Finn was a prob​lem to
certain pow​er ​ful and in​flu ​en ​tial fig​ures who wanted her dead and who were be​hind the
seem ​ing lack of any gen​uine at​tempt to in​ves ​ti ​gate her mur​der.

“All the great cities of the world have had episodes in their past that are dark,” Wills says
as she ex​plains why Finn’s story is so im​por ​tant to WA. “We should try and em​brace our
sto ​ries, even if they are dark.”

Wills says she was orig​i​nally go​ing to call her book The Fes​ter ​ing Lily, af​ter Shake​-
speare’s “But if that flower with base in​fec ​tion meet . . . for sweet​est things turn sourest by
their deeds, lilies that fes​ter smell far worse than weeds”.

“The whole point of this story be​ing that the fes​ter ​ing lily here is our en​tire justice sys ​-
tem, which was so com​pro​mised by the peo ​ple im​pli​cated in this crime be​ing at such sig​nif​-
i​cant lev​els within that sys​tem,” she says. “It was cor​rup ​tion of the worst pos​si ​ble kind. Wit​-
nesses were threat​ened and bashed, peo​ple in this town were liv​ing in fear. The wrongs
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and in​jus​tices of this case are just so multi-lay​ered . . .”
Dirty Girl is a mes​meris ​ing read, the truth be​ing more out​ra ​geously evil than any fic​-

tion. Its in-depth ex​pose of Perth’s in​salu​bri​ous side will shock many un​aware of such an
ex ​is​tence. Ki​pling’s sen​ti ​ment, “Noth​ing is ever settled un​til it is settled right,” is echoed by
Christie’s Miss Marple in her pur​suit of mur ​der ​ers and now by Wills, pay​ing trib​ute to
those who have re​peat ​edly tried to do the right thing at great personal cost. “We need to
learn from mis​takes, from the past and as​pire to be a bet​ter so ​ci ​ety so that th​ese mis​takes
can’t hap​pen again,” she says. “So that brave in​di​vid ​u​als like Spike Daniels and Archie Mar​-
shall can be ac​knowl​edged. They went up against the tough​est, most cor​rupt bul ​lies in
town, to stand up for the rest of us and to say, ‘This is wrong.’

“I wish so​ci ​ety would care enough to ac​knowl​edge th​ese good peo​ple. If we are not a
just so ​ci ​ety, if you bury your head in the sand, then the very fun​da​men​tals that have been
fought for over time can be put at risk.”

Wills ac​knowl​edges the courage of such brave in​di​vid ​u​als who want his​tory to be put
right, de​spite hav​ing their lives made mis​er ​able by some “un​be​liev ​ably un​scrupu​lous
methods”, as doc​u​mented in her book. “There are new wit​nesses who have emerged in the
past few years,” she says. “They had needed to keep their si​lence be​cause of a gen​uine
threat to their lives and safety.” With one par​tic ​u​lar in​di​vid ​ual in mind, she says, “Those
who wanted his​tory to be righted, even if they were in​volved, were bet​ter men than those
who ruled by de​ceit and kept their se​crets to the grave, de​stroy ​ing good men along the
way.”

Dirty Girl is an ex​cep ​tional read. The truth that evil flour​ishes when good men do noth​-
ing will haunt those who know that the past is never ir​rel ​e​vant to the present.

Dirty Girl is published by Fon​taine Press ($30).
‘All the great cities have had episodes in their past that are dark . . .’


